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Significance and Problems of Voluntary Learning Assemblies
by Elementary School Teachers
—Examination of Web Survey on Voluntary Learning Meetings
by Elementary School Teachers for Extracurricular Activities (Zbkubetsu Katsudo)—

Yusuke HASEGAWA  Kosei FUJIMURA

Abstract

To clarify one aspect of Japanese teacher culture, it is important to conduct research on
voluntary learning assemblies organized by teachers held outside of working hours, which
are considered a form of teacher training. Therefore, we analyzed the data from a web survey
on learning assemblies for extracurricular activities (Zbkubetsu Katsudo) conducted among
elementary school teachers who have participated in learning assemblies for extracurricular
activities (Zbkubetsu Katsudo). The analysis revealed that teachers' voluntary learning
assemblies on extracurricular activities (Zbkubetsu Katsudo) at elementary schools are not
only an opportunity for professional development for teachers, but also an opportunity to join
a teacher network related to extracurricular activities (7Zbkubetsu Katsudo), and for those
who participate frequently, an opportunity to enrich their own professional life in general.
However, the results also suggested that there is a teacher culture that restricts the
participation of women as an issue with voluntary learning assemblies. As possibilities for
future research, we discussed three points: research focusing on the internal process of
learning assemblies, teacher networks based on voluntary learning assemblies, and the
experiences and meanings of individual teachers.

Key words : Teacher Training, Voluntary Learning Assemblies, Extracurricular Activities
(Tokubetsu Katsudo)
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