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The Analyses of the Development of the Cause
and Interaction Process of Peer Conflict
—A Comparison between 3-year-olds and 4-year-olds —

TANAKA, Hiroshi and ANAMI, Sumiko

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the developmental
differences of the cause and interaction process of peer conflict between
3-year-olds and 4-year-olds. Seven boys and 12 girls (whose average age
was 5 years and 5 months and whose standard deviation “SD” 2.05
months ) were observed in the free play situation. They were also
observed in the class of the 3-year-old subjects (whose average age was 4
years and 4 months and whose SD 3.35 months ).

As a result, it was suggested that there were differences between
3-year-olds and 4-year-olds in the cause and interaction process of the
peer conflict. In the cases of the peer conflict of 4-year-olds, it was
suggested that the frequency of “problem-solving case” increased from 6
(23.1 percent) to 38 (46.9 percent) by comparison with that of the
3-year-olds. Moreover, it was suggested that “proposal strategy” was
used more often than any other strategy was. Finally, it seemed that the
4-year-olds had developed social abilities more remarkably than the
3-year-olds had.

[Key words]  Peer conflict Strategy Category Social development



