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Distribution of Apple Snails (Pomacea canaliculata), an
Invasive Species, in Rice Fields along the Ohno River.

TARKAHAMA, Hideki

Abstract

The distribution of apple snails (Pomacea canaliculata) was
investigated in the rice fields (total 57 sites, 742 fields) along lower (14
sites, 228 fields), middle (36 sites, 439 fields) and upper areas (7 sites, 75
fields) of the Ohno river including 15 branches. The snails were detected
in 9 sites (162 fields) of the lower area and 7 sites (52 fields) in the middle
area. The density (/ni) of the snails in the rice fields along the lower
area (3.3%=2.4) was significantly higher than that along the middle area
(1.4%+1.7). 1In the upper area, the snail was not detected in any site.
Thus, it has been shown that the habitat of the apple snail extends widely
along the lower area, is in limited extent along the middle area, and does

not extend to the upper area of the Ohno river.

[Key words] apple snail (Pomacea canaliculata), invasive species,

distribution, rice field, Ohno river





