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Morphological Characteristics of a Cyprinid, Zacco platypus,

in the Lake Kinrin. �.

�Maturation of Testis.�

TAKAHAMA,Hideki and OKURA,Tetsuya 

Abstract 

Morphological characteristics of testes were investigated in Zacco 

platypus collected from the Lake Kinrin (mean body length 84.8mm) 

where was kept at about 30� flowing hot spring water, compared from 

large (mean body length 118.6mm) and small individuals (mean body 

length 80.7mm) from the other rivers in the Oita Prefecture.  Testes 

(20.3mm in length and 1.9mm in diameter) of males from the Lake Kinrin 

were smaller in size than ones (31.4mm in length and 0.4mm in diameter) 

of the large males from the other rivers but larger than ones (15.0mm in 

length and 2.8mm in diameter) of small males.  Spermatogenesis was 

observed in the seminal lobules of testes both in the males from the Lake 

Kinrin and ones of large individuals from the other river but not visible in 

the seminal lobules of testes of small males.  Thus, early maturation was 

confirmed in the testes of small males from the Lake Kinrin.  

�Key words�� � The Lake Kinrin, Zacco platypus, Maturation of Testis,  

Seminal lobule, Spermatogenesis, Morphological characteristics 




