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Field Recording and Schafer's Sound Educations

Rethinking Schafer’s Recording Exercises from the Perspective of Field
Recording

SHIMIZU, Yoshihiko

Abstract

From the perspective of field recording, this paper reexamines
recording-based exercises included in A Sound Education (1992) and A
Little Sound Education (1996) written by R. Murray Schafer (1933-2021).
By summarizing concepts relevant to field recording based on previous
studies, sound recording in various fields can be divided into focused
recording and panoramic recording. Taking into account these approaches,
as well as Schafer's field recordings for the World Soundscape Project, this
paper analyzes recording exercises contained in the two books. The
exercises tend to emphasize focused recording, which could paradoxically
imply Schafer's intention to guide the reader's attention to noise. Based
on this observation, one can see that the exercises in the two books are
designed to reflect Schafer's view of soundscapes which may contain

certain biases.

[Key words] Field Recording, Sound Education, Soundscape



