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The Principles of Soundscape Composition
in the Writings of Barry Truax

SHIMIZU, Yoshihiko

Abstract

This paper draws on the writings of Barry Truax to describe the
principles of soundscape composition, a form of music created from field
recordings of environmental sounds. Truax emphasizes the recognizability
of the source material in the finished piece, with the goal being the re-
integration of the listener with the environment. Francisco Lépez is
critical of this approach. Contrasting Truax’s stance with that of Lépez
highlights the differences in their attitudes toward the problem of
recognizability versus abstraction in the sounds used to make music. This
comparison reveals the ambitious nature of Truax’s soundscape
composition, which at least from his perspective, has the potential to
revolutionize traditional paradigms of music.

[Key words] Soundscape composition, Field recording, Soundscape,

musique concréte



