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Utilizing Picture Books and Stories
in English at Elementary Schools :

Towards Improving EES Pre-service Teacher Training

OTANI, Yuko

Abstract

This study examined the use of picture books as teaching materials
in English at elementary schools (EES) in Japan. Picture books and
stories have been used in EES textbooks produced by the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) and in MEXT-
authorized textbooks, which means that pre-service teachers need to
develop the skills in story telling or reading aloud. Reflecting this trend,
this study examined part of the teacher training programs using the above
materials. The results indicated that the use of picture books enhanced
practical knowledge expected in EES classes as well as self-regulation
skills among participants. Further research aimed at realizing more
effective reading in EES classrooms should be accumulated and put into

practice.

[Key words] English at Elementary Schools (EES), Core Curriculum,
Pre-service Teacher Training, Children’s Literature, Picture Books,

Reading Aloud, Foreign Language Activities
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