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What Has Changed through the Remake of
a Narrative Works? :

Comparison of Two Picture Books

OpA, Koyo and HANASAKA, Ayumu

Abstract

We compared Virginia Lee Burton's Little House with Disney's Little
House to clarify Matsui's view of picture books. Matsui has made harsh
criticisms of Disney's classic picture books, particularly the alterations
made by Disney. In the paper, we analyzed the differences between the two
works from the perspective of pictures, narration, and color. As a result,
we found the following: In Burton's work, the position of the house is kept
constant, which allows the reader to focus on the surrounding
environment and the changes in time. On the other hand, in Disney's work,
the house i1s personified and emotions are emphasized through direct
expressions and dialogue, so the reader's attention is focused on the house
itself. This makes it difficult for the reader to get involved in the changing
situation and atmosphere around the house. Furthermore, Disney's work
has vivid colors and strong contrasts between light and dark, and the
strong visual stimuli ruin the idyllic atmosphere of the story. We concluded

that Matsui places importance on indirect expression.

[Key words]) Tadashi Matsui, Virginia Lee Burton, The Little House,
A picture book by Disney
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