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Distribution of the Oita Salamander (Hynobius dunni)
on the Campus of Oita University

NAGANO, Masahiro and KURAFUCHI, Yuka

Abstract

The Oita-salamander (Hynobius dunni) is endemic in Japan, and
has been certified as an endangered species. To understand the spatial
distribution of the Oita-salamander on the Dannoharu campus of Oita
University, we searched for egg sacs of the salamander in this area in
March of 2011. We explored 23 sites where there was water on the
Dannoharu campus, and we found a total of 100 egg sacs in 8 of these
sites. The number of adult females in this area can be estimated from the
number of egg sacs, and was calculated to be at least 50 individuals. This
number suggests that the Oita-salamander population of Oita University
will become extinct in the near future. We urgently need to take measures

for the conservation of this endangered species.

[Key words] Hynobius dunni, endangered species, conservation,

reproductive ecology, environmental education.





