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A Field Study of Function of Running Water
in Elementary School Science (III)

—Using the pebbles on the riverside of the Sumiyoshi River
in Oita City, as a teaching material —

Mi1T1suUGI, Tokuji and FUJIWARA, Chigusa

Abstract

In elementary school science, pupils learn about the relationship
between the function of running water and the change in ground surface,
by observing running water on the rivers. On the upstream and
downstream of the river, pupils learn that there are the difference in the
size and shape of pebbles on a riverside, but it is often difficult for pupils
to understand the difference. In this study, we investigated the size and
shape of pebbles on the riverside of Sumiyoshi River in Oita City and
concluded that it was possible to notice the difference in the size of
pebbles. However, pupils may not often recognize the difference of shape
of pebbles. In addition, we compared the results with other rivers in Oita
Prefecture, and showed that the Sumiyoshi River did not produce the

same results as other rivers.

[Key words] elementary school, science education, running water,

pebbles of riverside, field study class



