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A Field Study of Function of Running Water in Elementary 

School Science (I) 

� A Comparison of Pebbles of the Oita River and the Haruki River �

MITSUGI, T., HIGO, Y. and FUJIWARA, Y. 

Abstract

In order for pupils to learn the relationship between the function of 

running water and the change of ground surface, a field study class is 

prepared for observation.  In the field study class, pupils are supposed to 

learn that sizes and shapes of pebbles on the riverside differ depending on 

the places they are found upstream or downstream.  However, it is often 

observed that pupils do not understand these differences.  In this study 

we have investigated the difference of sizes and shapes of pebbles along 

the Oita River and the Haruki River in the central area of Oita Prefecture 

in order to clarify the present condition.  As a result of investigation, it is 

clearly seen that the difference of sizes is small.  Therefore, pupils may 

not often recognize the difference of sizes.  However, pupils can recognize 

the difference of shapes. 

�Key words�� � elementary school, science education, running water, 

pebbles of riverside, field study class 




