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Zaide and Le barbier de Séville

—A Consideration on Mozart’s Operas in ¢. 1780—

MATSUDA, Satoshi

Abstract

Mozart composed an unfinished Singspiel called Zaide in c. 1780 in
order to put it on stage at the Viennese court theatre. It seems that he
already knew Beaumarchais’ French comedy Le barbier de Séville in the
same period, but he did not write an opera based on it. Zaide has a much
more serious nature than Le barbier de Séville, and presumably therefore,
it was the reason why Mozart did not choose Beaumarchais’ comedy as

the subject of an opera.

[Key words] Mozart, Beaumarchais, Le barbier de Séville, Zaide





