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Teaching Strategies for High School Civics that Promote the
Transformation of Naive Concepts :

Focusing on Conceptual Change with Cognitive Conflict

WADA, Tatsuo and KONO, Shinya

Abstract

In this paper, we examine the way of teaching civics in upper
secondary school to produce conceptual changes with cognitive conflicts,
while dealing with the nature of naive concepts and the characteristics of
the subject. The results of the study revealed the following points to be
considered in each of the three learning stages: the first stage,
“clarification of naive concepts,” deals with questions that are more in line
with learners' daily lives and can be answered with naive concepts; the
second stage, “reaffirmation of naive concepts with science concepts,” is
designed to help learners think with their naive concepts and not reach
the correct answer; and the third stage, “reaffirmation of naive concepts
with science concepts,” 1s designed to help learners think with their naive
concepts and not reach the correct answer. In the third stage, “Formation
of science concepts,” it is found that although the naive concept is not
necessarily wrong, it should be confirmed that the science concept is
superior in terms of validity and productivity. In the third step,
“Formation of science concepts,” it is found that the naive concept is not
necessarily wrong, but that the science concept is superior in terms of

validity and productivity.

[Key words] Naive concept, Cognitive conflict, Conceptual change



