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A Short Story with a Surprise Ending

—With Special Reference to O. Henry’s “After Twenty Years”—

KANEKO Mitsushige

Abstract

The short story is a literary form or a form of fiction produced in
America rather than in Britain. There was a great call for short stories
in the earlier decades of the 19th century. The rapid growth in territory
and in population created a growing demand for reading matter such as
periodicals, gift books and literary annuals, to name a few. Thus the
short story was drafted in for them. This contributed to the
establishment of the short story as a literary genre in America.

Among those short stories there is one called “a short story with a
surprise ending.” O. Henry wrote so many a story of this kind that such

one came to be also called “a short story with O. Henry’s ending.”
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In this paper I have tried to analyze his skillful technique for
finishing “After Twenty Years” with a twist ending and also to find out
what its message is all about. The surprise ending enables the reader to
understand that even in those days there seemed to be not a few who
tried to realize the American dream by taking any inappropriate or
illegal measures, and that they should have been punished.

In order for the short story with a surprise ending to be justified,
the body of the short story must be expressive, functional and full of
verisimilitude. Above all, it is vital for such a short story to successfully
convince each and every reader that whatever happens in the story will

occur to many readers of the story.

[Key Words] short story, surprise ending, O. Henry
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