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What a Science Class in Dealing with Scientific Experiments
1s All about from the Viewpoint of Alienation
from Science Subjects

— With Special Reference to a Survey of 1,231 Schoolchildren
and Junior High School Students —

ZIKUMARU, Y., FUJII, H., NAKASHIMA, T., ITO, Y.,
HASHIGUCHI, Y., OKAMOTO, G., IWAKIRI, Y., BABA, H.,
TERUYAMA, K., KURITA, H. and FUJIMOTO, Y.

Abstract

The Lifelong Learning Division of the Oita Prefectural Board of
Education started a three-year plan in June 2006. Its purpose was to
have schoolchildren and junior high students intrigued by a science
class featuring scientific experiments and thereby to arouse their
overall interest in science as a subject. Such a science class was
conducted at six different places in Oita Prefecture.

The questionnaire handed out at school was filled out by a total
of 1,231 schoolchildren and junior high students, out of which 128 were
those who attended the science class and 1,103 were those who did not.

The questionnaire consists of miscellaneous questions concerning
what their favorite or least favorite subject is, what they get intrigued
by, what kind of play or game they prefer, et cetera.

Based on this survey, we propose to look at how to conduct a
science class featuring scientific experiments and also an effective
know-how in dealing with scientific experiments at primary and
secondary schools from the viewpoint of alienation from science

subjects as well as school education.

[Key words] Alienation from science subjects, Scientific experiments,

Regional partnership, Lifelong learning, Questionnaire
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