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Differences in Historical Recognition between Japan and
Korea Regarding the “War Time Laborers” Case

—PFocusing on the Judgement 2018 of the Korean Supreme Court—

JEONG, Kyong-ah

Abstract

The issue of historical recognition between Japan and South Korea
has entered a new stage since the Judgement in October 2018 of the
Supreme Court of Korea concerning “Korean wartime laborers” case.
Although it has been developed with legal controversy, but gradually
hampered economic relations and security issues between the two
countries. And it has begun to take on a punishing character for each other.

In this paper, I first analyze the historical background of the basic
treaty concluded between Japan and South Korea in 1965 and the claim
issue, and examine where the essential problem of the conflict over the
“Korean wartime laborers” issues. Then, by analyzing the judgement 2018
of the Supreme Court of Korea, I will clarify the conflicts in the issue of
historical recognition between Japan and South Korea.

As a result, it turned out that the “Korean wartime laborers” issue
includes problems such as domestic and international law, legal and moral
responsibility, individual and state relations, in addition to the conflict
over the legal nature of Japanese colonial rule. And they are not just

historical issues, but our issues of living today.

[Key words] Korean Wartime laborers, Treaty on Basic Relations
Japan and the Republic of Korea, Japan-Korea Claims Settlement
Agreement, Judgement 2018 of the Supreme Court of Korea



