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The Role of Kindergarten in Child-Rearing Support

— With Special Reference to the Interview with Directors about Educational
Activities Provided during Extra Hours and Childcare Services
for Under-3-year-old Children and their Parents in Preschool —

HORIKOSHI, N., ANDO, S., ARAMAKI, M.,

Niwa, S, IwaruJgi, H., & MuTo, T.

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the role of kindergarten in
child-rearing support, and to investigate the actual conditions of
educational activities provided during extra curricular hours and childcare
services for under-3-year-old children and their parents. We interviewed
35 kindergarten's directors about their child-rearing supports in preschool.
Child-nurturing supports in preschools were aimed to achieve "Happiness
of bringing up children", "Parents' learning and independence",
"Interactions of parents and teachers", "Networks in parents and
communities", and "Security of children's growth". The roles of
kindergartens were to teach the importance of kindergarten's education to
parents in the communities, to offer the appropriate playground for
children, and to extend the connection with people in the area.

They have many problems such as grant money, talents, facilities,
and teacher's hard work in child-rearing support. Even so, the advantages
of those educational activities provided during extra hours are that
children and their parents are looking forward to the activities, that
children take care of younger children, and that teachers can understand
children's total lives. And the advantages of childcare services for
under-3-year-old children are that their parents can make friends each
other, that children and their parents get used to the lives in preschool,
and that children who participated in the under-3-year-old class enter the

kindergarten.

[Key words] Kindergarten, Child-rearing support, Educational activities
provided during extra curricular hours in preschool, Childcare services

for under-3-year-old children and their parents.



