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The Potential for Sociology of Education Research on

Teachers' Voluntary Training

HASEGAWA, Yusuke

Abstract

The sociology of education has not paid much attention to teacher
training. This paper considers the potential for sociology of education
research on teacher training, particularly on teachers’ voluntary training.
First, it summarizes the overview of teacher training and recent
institutional reforms. Second, it examines the relationship between
voluntary training and the academic nature of the sociology of education
in Japan, which was formed after World War II. Voluntary training after
World War II has been conducted mainly by private education and
research organizations. However, many researchers in sociology of
education distanced themselves from educational practice and education
and research organizations through the post-war “the controversy of the
science on education.” This may have contributed to a lack of interest in
teacher training itself. Third, the trends in teacher research in the
sociology of education were summarized. Finally, the research potential of
voluntary training was examined in terms of the following two points. The
first is the development of research on the sociology of education focusing
on voluntary training that emphasizes dialogue with education. The
second is to clarify the significance and challenges of voluntary training
that is not limited to “growth.”

[ Key words]) Teacher Training, Voluntary Training, Sociology of

Education
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