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Geomorphology of Tashibu Basin, Bungotakada City,

Oita Prefecture, Northeast Kyushu, Japan

CHIDA, Noboru

Abstract

Terraced paddy fields are distributed in Tashibu-no-sho Osaki district
in the central southern part of Kunisaki peninsula. These paddy fields are
seen in alluvial fans which incline gradually. A number of gently
meandering older river channels have been left on the surface of the
alluvial fans. These older river channels provide the plane of the paddy
fields. Therefore the river channels have precisely determined the
difference of elevation and the distribution form of the paddy fields. As a
result, terraced paddy fields have come to form most of the landscape of
Tashibu-no-sho Osaki district.

The irrigation system of these terraced paddy fields is called
"Tagoshi-Tadoshi", which means water sent sequentially from a higher
field to a lower one. Such terraced paddy fields have continued from the
medieval period; therefore this shows the relationship between nature
and human activity. It is considered that this original Japanese landscape

with its long history must be preserved.

[Key words] Bungotakada City, Tashibu basin, Osaki district, alluvial

fan, older river channel, terraced paddy field, irrigation system
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