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Beilby Porteus, A Letter to the Governors, Legislatures,

and Proprietors of Plantations, in the British West-India
Islands

AO0OYAGI Kaori

Abstract

Beilby Porteus, the Bishop of London, who was interested in the
missionary work and education for the heathens, especially African slaves
in British America, tried to urge the missionary work to the masters of the
slaves. The Act of abolition of the Slave Trade which has passed in 1807,
prohibited any further importation of African Slaves to the British
colonies. Although the masters opposed the instruction and conversion
of the slaves, Porteus insisted the instruction of the African slaves in the
Christian faith in schools. He advocated that the slaves who have been
converted from Paganism and instructed in Christian religion would
obedient to their masters, and far excel the unconverted African slaves.
He suggested that the British endeavored for the dissemination of the
Gospel in Europe, Asia, and Africa, and these are truly imperial works and

worthy of the British name.

[Key words] Beilby Porteus, British West-India Islands, missionary

work, African slaves, Christianity



