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Catholics and Church Papists in Elizabethan England 
 

AOYAGI, Kaori  

Abstract 

In 1559 the Acts of Supremacy and Uniformity were enacted and the 
Elizabethan government tried to impose religious uniformity under the 
Church of England. In Elizabethan England, Catholics and Church 
Papists existed.  Though the number of English Catholic people was 
small, it was difficult to punish the local Catholic nobility and gentry 
holding the social and religious power.  They protected the Catholic 
priests and helped them to teach Catholicism.  However, the government 
tried to exclude Catholic office-holders from public office such as the 
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lieutenancy.  The gradual transfer of the social power from the Catholic 
nobility and gentry to the new Anglican aristocracy was successful.  
Although the government failed to destroy Catholicism, it seems that at 
the end of her reign, the national uniformity under the Church of England 
was accomplished. 
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