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A Study on the Symbolism of Death in Uji no Okimi's
“Kareyuku’

—An Examination of the Usage of “Wither” in The Tale of Genji—

ANDOU, Yuriko and SANO, Minami

Abstract

The death of the Lady of Uji in The Tale of Genji is depicted through
Kaoru's gaze as “like things withering away.” This study clarifies the
uniqueness of this expression and discusses the symbolism conveyed by
“wither away” through an examination of instances of “wither” within the
narrative. In Part III, instances of “wither” represent the ongoing process
of decay, serving as a symbol for the Princess. Furthermore, in the waka
poem, it functions as a pun on “departing.” Thus, for Kaoru, it expresses
the bitter frustration of being unable to hold onto his lover, whose life is
fading away and leaving him, even as her body remains before him. This
later became the impetus for his desire for a “doll.” On the other hand,
viewing from the perspective of the Princess, who refused marriage, the
plants symbolize her own aging body and life. Just as withering plants
find hope in the return of spring, her death without marriage functioned

as a symbol of the enduring spiritual love she shared with Kaoru.

[Key words] The Tale of Genji, metaphor for death



