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Research on the learning Development on the Constitution and Human

Rights in Elementary School Social Studies

—Consideration from the Perspective of Philosophy and Political Science

Isao, KUROKAWA and Kyong-ah, JEONG

Abstract

This research aims to contribute to the development of civic education by examining
the content of the Japanese Constitution and human rights in elementary school social
studies from a philosophical and political science perspective. Philosophically, the study
attempted to establish a philosophical foundation for human rights learning, particularly by
examining the freedom of thought and expression according to Spinoza. According to
Spinoza, freedom of thought is the primal and intrinsic “supreme natural right” for humans,
and to violate it would be to deny freedom and happiness that do not exist above it.
Furthermore, for Spinoza, expressive activities are seen as integral to the freedom of thought,
constituting an essential activity rooted in one's inherent nature for the pursuit of human
happiness. Therefore, Spinoza believed that state control was necessary to maintain the
communal nature of humans, who were not always rational, and the purpose of the state is,
1n essence, to be free.

On the other hand, from a political science perspective, the study pointed out the
problem in the current learning of constitutional law where the concept of “popular
sovereignty” is understood as entirely fixed and given. As a way to overcome this problem,
the study argued that it is not to differentiate between politics and history, but rather to go
back and forth between the two to encourage deep insights into the formation and historical
circumstances of one's own society. By doing so, we will be able to not only understand the
Constitution, but also actively participate in resolving real societal issues and construct its
institutional foundation. Furthermore, regarding the study of Constitution and human
rights, this study pointed out the negative effects of studying human rights while remaining
stuck within the framework of sovereign states. Therefore, in order to respond to today’s
globalized society, this research shows that it is necessary to acquire a more universal human
rights awareness that does not intentionally differentiate between nationals and foreigners.
Such learning can contribute to the development of “independent and proactive” citizens who
can play an active role on the global stage.

Key words : Elementary School Social Studies, Constitution, Human Rights, Globalized
Society
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Elementary and junior high school science teachers' awareness of

worksheets and their usage

—A survey of public elementary and junior high schools in City A, Oita Prefecture—

Tokuji, MITSUGI and Shinjo, TACHIBANA

Abstract

Worksheets have traditionally been used in elementary and junior high school science
classes for observation and experimental instruction. However, with recent changes in the
educational environment, it is expected that teaching tools and materials will also undergo
major changes. In this study, we administered a questionnaire survey to teachers in charge
of science classes at elementary and junior high schools in City A, Oita Prefecture, regarding
their awareness of worksheets and how they are used. We found that most teachers believed
that using worksheets in class has advantages for both students and teachers. On the other
hand, 57% and 80% of the elementary and junior high school teachers, respectively, used
worksheets in their classes. In both elementary and junior high schools, notably, teachers
mainly used “science notebooks” in class and worksheets only when necessary.

Key words : Elementary and junior high school, Science, Worksheet
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Challenges to Foster Teaching Material Development Skills for History

Classes in Elementary School Social Studies

—A Trial for Advancement of “Elementary School Teaching Materials II"—

Hiroki, AMARI and Kaori, AOYAGI

Abstract
The purpose of this study is to analyze challenges to foster teaching material
development skills for Elementary School Social Studies. Through the analysis, new

teaching methods that are beneficial to improve the above ability was recognized.

Key words : Teacher training education, Social recognition, History Classes
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History and Succession of Teaching Practice Reform at the Elementary

School Attached to The Faculty of Education, Oita University

—Focusing on student-teacher training initiatives aimed at resolving the “difficulties faced
by beginners”—

Noriyuki, KIMURA and Ai, KIRINO

Abstract

The Elementary School Attached to The Faculty of Education, Oita University began
reforming its teaching practices in the 2016 school year based on a “Questionnaire on
Troubles of New Employees." Due to the efforts from the 2016 school year to 2021 school
years, improvements were seen in survey items related to lesson planning, such as how to
run a one-hour class. In the 2022 and the 2023 school years, in response to feedback from
schools and the Boards of Education, efforts are being made to focus on classroom
management and parent support. Furthermore, we have further improved the student-
teacher training curriculum, taking into account the link between university lectures and
student-teacher training. As a result of these efforts, the number of students who are
motivated to become teachers improved by 9 points in the 2022 school year and 11 points in
the 2023 school year compared to before training improvements.

Keywords: student-teacher training, reform, evidence, problems, collaboration
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New Class Practice of “Local Self-government” for Field of Civics in Junior

High School Social Studies

—From the View of Social Participation—

Kouichi, ANAMI, Masahiro, OBA and Hiroki, AMARI

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explain the effect of the class of local self-government.
Through the class practice within the topic of “Activation Project of Oita Prefecture” by

authors, we can recognize that the teaching methods bring the independent activities of
students and raise awareness of social participation.
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Proposal of Lessons of the Activities of Foregoers in Elementary School

Social Studies

—Case Study of Foregoers in Oita Prefecture—

Hiroki, AMARI

Abstract
The purpose of this study is to analyze challenges to foster teaching material
development skills in elementary school social studies. Through the analysis, new teaching

methods by utilizing of various learning materials were recognized.

Key words : elementary school social studies, the activities of foregoers, Oita Prefecture
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