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A Short-term longitudinal study on the Development of
the Social behavior of Children in a Multi-age program

TANAKA, Hiroshi

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the development of the
social behavior of children in a multi-age program. One boy and three
girls were observed from 3 years old to 5Syears old in a multi-age program.
They consisted of the high group (two girls) and the low group (one boy
and one girl) in the scale of social competence.

The results were as follows:

(1)In the 3 year-old class, there was a vertical relationship between
the 5 year-olds and the 3 year-olds. The 5 year-old was the person who
takes care, while the 3 year-old was the person who is taken care of. (2)In
the 4 year-old class, behavior without the vertical relationship was
observed in the case of the high-group children. On the other hand, the
low group-children remained in the same relationship as in the 3 year- old
class. (3)In the 5 year-olds class, the subjects of both groups took care
similarly of the young children. One for reasons, this seemed to be that
this role has given to them as the eldest children by the nursery teachers.
Finally, it was suggested that a multi-age program was effective in the

development of social behavior in the children.

[Key words] multi-age program, short-term longitudinal study,

social competence








