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The changes and the meaning of solitary behaviors
1n preschoolers
— A Comparison between 3-year-olds and 5-year-olds —

TAKUBO,Miyuri and HORIKOSHI,Norika

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the changes of solitary
behaviors (being alone or playing without interaction) in 3-year-olds and
5-year-olds. In 3-year-olds, many instances of “onlooking behavior : adult”
and “pretend play” were seen. In 5-year-olds, we observed many instances

of “onlooking behavior:children” , “constructive play” and “parallel or
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associative play”. The children’s solitary behaviors had changed through
their adaptation to the kindergarten life, their interest in their peers, and
the contents of the childcare. From some cases, we analyzed the meaning
of solitary behaviors in preschoolers. As a result, it was suggested that
solitary behaviors had led to the soothing and changing of their negative
feelings, and enough solitary play had resulted in the children’s active

play in the future.

[ Key words] 3-year-olds and 5-years-olds, Solitary behaviors,
Nonsocial play, Changes





