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A Study of Nurturing Attitudes,
Including Child Abuse-Related Behaviors of Mothers

—PFocusing on Depression and Childcare social support—

TAKEUCHI, T., TATSUMA, A. and FUJITA, A.

Abstract

A study was carried out on 112 mothers who have young infants to
investigate the effects of depression and childcare social support on the
nurturing attitudes, including child abuse-related behaviors of the
mother. The results were analyzed using path analysis. The analysis
showed that "lack of interaction with the child care fellow" has an impact
on “depression", and "psychological abuse" and "physical abuse" are
influenced by the "depression". Further, it was revealed that "lack of
interaction with the child care fellow" through “depression” indirectly
influences "psychological abuse" and "physical abuse". In addition, it was
shown that depression is present in mothers with young infants at rates
comparable to those for postpartum mothers and mothers with infants.

Based on these result, we considered the child care support for mothers.

[Key words] Child abuse-related behaviors, Depression, Childcare

social support





