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Development and Practice of an Environmental Education
Program for Generating Place Attachment

—Through an Impressive Experience and Awareness in Biodiversity—

NAGANO, Masahiro and Kitazato, Akiho

Abstract

As a method for children to generate place attachment, experiencing
nature and learning about the biodiversity of the region are important.
However, there are few such opportunities in practice. Therefore, we
aimed to develop an environmental education program that will lead from
an impressive experience and an awareness of local biodiversity to the
nurturing of place attachment. We conducted a lecture and nature
experience activities on the theme of the diversity of amphibians for about
60 primary schoolchildren. In addition, in order to measure the
educational effect of this program, a questionnaire survey was conducted
before and after this program. As a result, children learned the
identification methods of amphibians; further, children encountered a
variety of amphibians and were able to collect these. Through the
impressive experience and the awareness of the biodiversity of the region,
the children’s interest in local nature and creatures increased. At the
same time, the children are presumed to have also developed a growing
interest in the whole region. Accordingly, this environmental education
program was considered to be effective in generating place attachment

among children.

[Key words] Environmental Education, Biodiversity Education,

Nature Experience, Place Attachment, Amphibians





