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Dupin’s Way of Thinking for the Purpose of Retrieving the 
Purloined Letter 

KANEKO, Mitsushige 

                                Abstract 

This paper is to make it clear that Dupin finally solves the crime, 
making the most of his own analytical way of thinking. 

According to the findings of structuralism, there is nothing to choose 
between two cultures.  More importantly, there is little to choose 
between “pensee sauvage” and civilized people’s “pensee” or thinking. 

Even so, a particular way of thinking is part of one group’s norm, 
but not another group’s norm.  One group has an ethnocentric view 
towards another group, and vice versa.  The same can be said of the 
difference in the way of thinking between the Paris police, or the Prefect, 
and the Minister, or the thief of the letter. 

Analyzing those two different ways of thinking on the basis of the 
theoretical framework of structuralism, Dupin manages to solve one of 
the most difficult conundrums for the Prefect.  The success is due to 
Dupin’s idiosyncrasies in that he is methodical, analytical and 
perfectionistic to the point of being very mathematically inclined. 

 
        Key words E. A. Poe, The Purloined Letter, analytical thinking, 
                       structuralism 

  




