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The Korean Security Crisis in the Late 1960s and the
Japan-Korea Economic Cooperation

—PFocusing on the Regular Japan-Korea Ministerial Conference from 1967-69—

JEONG, Kyong-ah

Abstract

This paper examines the character of the Japan-Korea Economic
Cooperation in relation to the Korean security crisis in the late 1960s,
focusing on the regular Japan-Korea Ministerial Conference from 1967 to
1969.

The Korean security crisis started with the North Korean guerrilla
invasion. However, there were differences between the responses of the U.
S. and Korean government. American policy aimed to contain retaliatory
attacks by Korea. In contrast, Japan and Korea thought it was a more
important matter how to respond to indirect aggression. Therefore, Japan
sought ways of supporting the Korean domestic security police.

However, Korea ultimately withdrew its request. Instead, they
concentrated their demands on support for domestic economic
development. In this process, Japanese support for Korea emphasized the
economic rather than military character. Indirectly, its role was to
strengthen Korea’s heavy and chemical industry, and as a result to

support the Korean side in the rivalry between regimes.

[ Key words] Korean Peninsula, Park Chung-hee, North-Korea,
Japan-U.S.-Korean Relations, the Regular Japan-Korea Ministerial
Conference, Japan-Korea Economic Cooperation



