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A Study of the Korean‘Self-Reliant Defense’ Policyin the
Cold-War Era

—VFocusing on the Park Chung-hee Administration from the late 1960s to the
early 1970s—

JEONG, Kyong-ah

Abstract

This paper aims to clarify thecontents and characterof the
Korean‘self-reliant defense’ policy in the Cold-War era. It concentrates
especiallyon the defense policies of the Park Chung-hee administration
from the second half of the 1960s to the beginning of the 1970s.It is
considered that they were adopted in reaction to the external factor of the
changing Korea-U.S. alliance, while responding to the security situation
inside the Korean Peninsula at that time.

On the one hand, the policy of ‘self-reliant defense’'was asserted in
response to the internal factor of the formalization of the "4 large-military
approach" by North Korea in the 1960s and their guerrilla attackson the
South. On the other hand, the change in the U.S. alliance policy
represented by the "Nixon Doctrine" and the partial withdrawal of U. S.
forces from South Koreabecame the external factor behind the policy.The
concrete contents werethe establishment of a public mobilization
organization, and the development of the defense and heavy chemical
industries. Furthermore, the nuclear development policy was anextension
of these policies.

However, the ‘self-reliant defense’ policy did not necessarily rule out
a U.S.-South Korea alliance, rather the policy very much had the
character of a means of improving diplomatic bargaining ability, on the

assumption that it would constitute a deterrent for North Korea.

[Key words] Cold-war, Korea, Park Chung-hee, Nuclear development,

North-Korea, America



