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A Monograph of Experience and Development of Beginning
Teachers (2)

—An Analysis of the Data Collected from a Second Series of Interviews—

Ito, Y., KATSURA, N. and TAKAIRA, K.

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to describe some of beginning teachers’
experiences and the opportunity for their development through their own
narratives. The semi-structured interviews were conducted with two
teachers in their fourth year of teaching using an interview schedule that
consists of 16 questions which are based on the D. Jean Clandinin et al.
(2012) and tailored to the Japanese school setting.

As a result, we found that the novice period of teaching profession
was a special period in that beginning teachers may undergo the first
professional crisis in the face of so many difficulties. Teachers at any
stages can be faced with professional crises. In case of experienced
teachers, they have a lot of empirical references to solve problems, while
beginning teachers have little references to do so. Nevertheless, it has
turned out that beginning teachers can get over the difficulties when
interaction with colleagues in and out of school is useful in solving the
problems for them.

For further progress in this research field, we pointed out that the
necessity of clarifying the conditions under which beginning teachers
could get over different kinds of difficulties, as well as elucidating their
experiences and development through not only the perspective of

beginning teachers but also that of experienced mentor teachers.

[Key words] beginning of teaching, beginning teacher, narrative

inquiry



