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A Study of Effective Teaching of English Writing Skills for
University Students

From Some Differences of Points of View between Japanese and English

HAsHIMOTO, Mikio

Abstract

This paper shows the following three points. First, most of the
university students who attend my English classes could not translate
the three Japanese sentences below into English.

1  Koko wa doko desuka. (Where are you?)
2  Karada wo aratta. (I washed myself.)
3  Kokoni wa daremo imasen.  (Nobody’s here except me.)

Therefore, it is necessary to consider the question of why the
students cannot express the above Japanese sentences properly in
English. The paper points out that some differences of points of view
between Japanese and English may make it impossible for them to
express the Japanese meanings. Finally, the different perspectives
between them are explained so that they can be understood by the
Japanese students. After that, students’ opinions about the explanation
are obtained by means of a questionnaire and then the paper considers
the effectiveness of the explanation.

[Key words] Differences of Points of View



