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Regional Characteristics of Burial Practices in Beijing from
the Mid-20th Century until circa 1980

Doi, Haruhiro

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine regional differences in the
transition of burial practices in Beijing from the mid-20th century until
circa 1980, when the reform and open policy was introduced, based on
regional monographs in Beijing. In the middle of the 20th century, there
were a large number of tombs and graves inside and outside the walls. The
city government demolished and removed them for urban construction and
opened several public cemeteries as a relocation site for the remains after
1949. The government also promoted cremation and simplified funerals to
reform the traditional style of burial. Such changes proceeded first in the
old built-up area and its periphery area, followed by the suburban areas
and the remote areas. The burial reforms over the last half-century have
transformed the way burials are carried out corresponding to the increase

in the population and the number of deaths.

[Key words] China, urban area, tradition, policy, sense of value





