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Slave Law in British Colonial America (1)

A0YAGI, Kaori

Abstract

In the Seventeenth and Eighteenth centuries, slave acts were
enacted in each British American colony. In this paper, the acts for
governing slaves in colonies of Barbados, Jamaica, South Carolina, and
Georgia were examined. Slaves were severely ordered and governed by
slave law. They could not go out of their plantation without tickets from
their master or mistress. As running away was prohibited, any slaves
against slave law were physically punished. In case of attempting
rebellion, they shall be given sentence of death. In the slave law in
Jamaica and South Carolina, it is declared that baptism does not alter the
condition of slavery. Although some slaves were instructed in the
Christian religion and converted, baptism of slaves does not exempt them
from bondage. Moreover, South Carolina’s slave act in 1740 prohibited
anyone from teaching his slaves to write, and Georgian slave act in 1770

outlawed the teaching of slaves to write and read writing.

[ Key words ] British Colonial America, Slave, Slave Law,

Instruction, Christian





