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AFIFR 1L Edmund Gibson, 7wo Letters of the Lord Bishop of London: The First, Tb the
Masters and Mistresses of Families in the English Plantations Abroad; exhorting them to
FEncourage and Promote the Instruction of their Negroes in the Christian Faith. The
Second, to the Missionaries there; directing them to distribute the said Letter, and
exhorting them to give their Assistance towards the Instruction of the Negroes within their
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Edmund Gibson, 7wo Letters of the Lord Bishop of London

AoYAGI, Kaori

Abstract

Edmund Gibson, the Bishop of London tried to promote the
instruction of the African slaves in the Christian faith in English
American plantation. In the eighteenth century, although the Church
of England sent the missionaries to British America for propagating the
Gospel to heathens, especially African slaves, there has been very little
progress made in the work mainly because of the masters’ opposition. In
his first letter to the masters and mistress of families in the plantation,
he exhorted them to encourage and promote the instruction of their
Africans in the Christian faith. He suggested that it was a duty upon
Christian masters to take care of all their slaves and to permit them to be
instructed on the Lord’s Day. In his second letter, he entreated the
missionaries there to recommend the instruction and the conversion of

the slaves to the clergy.

[Key words] slaves, instruction, British America, missionary








